
Nearly ~V~IJQW in CMahoma--from Irtate educ.rats to corporate executives to 
homeschoolw parents-is in wwment; to improve our state‘s busirws &mate anrj foster 
economic growth, education must improve. 

“IInvestn~ent in c&c&on has a high return, and passing up such inwment is costly, 
ape&@ over the long term,” gays Eric Wanushck, an economist at the University ofRache&r. 
“Better schools could be an important dtiermimnt of whether the Unitwl Sta&s is able to obtain a 
high rate afeGummic growth.” Says Mayor Ron Nutick of Oklahoma City, “Wh6n I talk to VW&~ 
btinagar people about industry and jabs in our community, education is ti the top of their lists.” 

An ancient Solomonic principle holds that he who increases knowledge immxwa et-h 
and power. By application, it CM bc s4d that if Oklahomans incr~~~~ in knowledge, CMahoma wili 
increw in CcdMmjc Length- h&ch~A N’r~ak has pain&l nut that the work ~c@taC comes from 
the Latin cqitdi~, meaning kyizfi, or mid “All real we&h has always been seen as ideM and 
thought,” said the economic columnist Warren Brookes. “This klrowladge = we&h equation is 
becoming more dcmonatrrable each year. An increasing share ofuur captial is not even ti the form 
nfhntdwate (macllinery and plants) but in software, logical mental programs char detennitie 
eveqthing f&n product design to the conversion of ideas intn goods and services.” And yes, 
thau&h much of QWahlcrma’e pnospclriry dots detive form blar;k gold, even that wealth is largely 
&t&&able 20 t;he ideas in Henry Forda brain. ‘IWy, lolowkdge is plower. 

So while cvcryoti can agr~ that education is vital to Oklahoma’s economic growth, sharp 

The prev&ng. mindset, which holds considemble sway in the legislature, the eduation 
eatabli~ md mat of its ey&o ~harnbers of so-catled cxmnqms, goes yomtitg Mm this; If 
we raise taxu (or at kst hold them cunstxmt), we GWI incrpasr: spending for pubtic education. Qur 
~~I~cation syfirtem wiil thus improve, causing new investment to came to the state, thereby tieling 
tzswmmic gmwth. 

This seemingly plausible argument resultect in pawage of HI3 1 I) I 7, and it’s now being 
trotted out in support of Son of 1017, the new $191 million “reFolm” package, Yet there are at Ieast 
two problems with this argumerxt: ( 1) increased spending con public education daesn”t necestily 
improve performance, and (2) higher taxca and government spending aotwall~ BXVG to Rm&r 
eeonticgrowlfh. 

Mountains of experimental and anecd&al evidence, on everything Mm illiteracy to test 
-res to graduation rates to remediation, tell us that student performawe over tha past three 
decades hasn’t increased alongside the massive (inflatkm+djust&) incre~~ in education qmding. 

Yet polic;ymakRxs--afie;n b&olden TV, the powerful educxaion lobby--coWhue to extract more 
and more monq fiinn the private sector and throw it at the government’s educstic~~ sy&q, hoph 
t.o improve that ystem and thereby enhance Oklahoma’s dative eccmam~ pHMmance, ‘Yet: MI 
oveNhelming body af msmch shows that a state’s tax burden r&tiw to Ihat of’ its rkghbors has a 
&@cant rh?grrtive impact on its economic health,” says the National. Center tir Policy Analysis. 

- 



So contrary ta OEA pr-esident Barbara Smith’s asscrth that J3l3 1017 wa@ a “fiM step” in 
improve ed~collti~n in tk &ate, and contrary ta her assertion tltat “we must rededicate our 
commitmcrtt and our finrmcial resmrces to strengthening educrst;ion for OUT sta?c’s public sohool 
stud-s,” tht truth is this: Ifwc really want to improve education and fuel economic growth, 
contbmlly taxing and sppr?nding more eny mart E-W the current system is not the WSWW. 

Ultimatdy, answ5 lie in gertuirw refbms that restore local control, free tWxkrs FuWI 
principals form bur-r&c rqylations and hold them accoutitile to partis far academic -Its. 
Many re4 reforms-+uch as &t.rter whouls, &uol chrrioq private contra&& even the complete 
separation af school and state-are vigoruusly uzmpeting in the mwketplace af idw.. Many ark 
incrttasix@y b&g enacted natlonwldt, and many have been and will continue to be considered in 
the Oklahoma Lqislature, 

M&e M mistake, edu~ticm ia vied ta economic growth. Xt’s just that in our market 

~wnomy, it seems wmavhd odd to expect tx;unomic growth to bc foster4 by R nw*montspoly, 
heavily unio,nizad, government-owned-and-run industry which voraciously cunwmes precious 
capital while relying on crrercive stats power to obtain hs funding and ita customers. Ifaducation in 
this state is going to improve, s0me principlee afRee enterprise are going to have to sw th@ light of 
dmy. 


