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EDITORIALS 

Clean Air Chicanery 

P resident Clinton’s decision to pursue tougher new smog and 
sod rules is being hailed as a victory for Americans’ health. 
It’s more a vicloly for the relentless and misleading campaign 

waged by Environmental Protection Agency head Carol Browner. 

Back in Noucmber, ,hc EPA pro- 
posed its new ruIcs foor smog and loo,. 
41 the time, rhc EPA claimed rhat 
icientificcvidencecanclnrively showed 
:urrcnl ledera, rtondardr lot both 
w+ inadequalc. Pcopk were dyhg. 
Childrenweresu~~ring. 

Since then, the facade has been 
mnbling. But the more the case far 
IX new rulm wcakcned, the more 
resolute Browner became, orten misre- 
prckenting borh the science behind the 
ruler and the costs of complying with 
ihcm. 

For erample, Browner went to 
xmgmsional hearings Ming along a 
poster-sized chart, litlcd TX Scicncs 
Calls for Action.” which claimed thal 
five studies looking at “fine panicles” 
‘LhF SOOL EPA wants 10 regulate - 
ihowcd hcallb risks lrom this pollu- 
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Cost estimatss of nsw clean sir 
rules vary widely 
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-:,I:,’ EPA ~,..-I~,~WteHo~, ;: 

:,:.+&EpR t@&se ~, :,::ry ,:::. ,, ,:ll. ~. ., , .;,.:, 
When White How eConomi%s 

finished the job. they ame up with a 
figure IO ,;“a arhigb. 

Browner hasalsoclaimtd npcasdly 
Ihat Ihc “CW ruler Will ark, only big 
industry. “This is not abaul backyard 

mt. barkcuci or hworkr,” rhc could bc 
It turns out that only one of Lhcm heard rayingoverandaveragain. 

iid. The othcrr were inconclusive. Howcvcr. as our National lssvc 
according 10 science writer Michael reported in April, aate and local 
Fumcnta. author or a forthcoming govcmmcnts are ahcady looking to 
book on the sub- small firm and 
iict for the Amcr- 
ican Enterprise 
hlsdtute. S 

individuals lor pol- 

tate and local 
lntion reduc&,n. 
In many areas, 

,io~~~bob,‘,:;& governments are already $icleit ,i$ 
II a later hearing, looking to small firms and sknificantcutr. 
Browner daimcd individuals for pollution Brawncr knows 
ihe hadn’t read it. because tile EPA 
any ofthcstudies. rfd,,rt;nn T” mqi area, itrc,r has bee” 
Bit she continued 

.“....V..“... -. .A..... 

pushing in the 
to makc the JamC that’s the onlv ’ DlXC left t0 samcdirection. _ . 
:laimr. go for significant cuts. The EPA threar. 

Browner mu- ened lawmakcrr in 
tinely citcr Ihe Maryland, for in- 
rix in childhood asthma as jurtifiea- rtance, with Ihe loss ofhigbway funds 
tion for the rules. overlooking the fact if the state didn’t adopt a costly and 
tha! asthma rates are rising while smog 
ICY~IS have been dropping. And, went 
itudics suggcrt orhcr Facmrs - eack- 
roach droppings, for one - might 
:rp,ain the increase. 

On the mt side, Browner claimed 
mdy about P6 billion would bc needed 
10 mea the new slandards. But Ihat 
Ogutewasonlylorpartialatlainmcnt. 

The agency simply said. let% throw 
in every pollution ~cmlml nmwr~ WC 
knaw about and SC how many areas 
Ihat brings into compliance Thai still 
left Ihe most pollurcd - and heavily 
populated - areas out olcompliancc. 
Sothc EPAsloppcdcounting Gxcost. 

troublcsomc new a& inrp&n TC- 
gime. The pvernor buckled under the 
prcsrurc. And the EPA already has 
rules for emissions on lawn-mower and 
othcrsmallengines. 

The administration‘s own assistant 
recrerary ol mnrponation said the 
new rule5 would likely “rcquk life- 
style changes by a significant part of 
thcpopularion.” 

As disappointing a5 the EPA’s 
perhnance has been, the Republican 
rcspona is ewn mm troubling. Still 
rmardng lrom the barrage 0T green 
attacks in Ihc Ias* &&on. the GOP 
has bnn timid. leaving it up 10 liberal 

Dcmocrals--and tnanyoificialsinthc 
White House itself- to blast holen in 
tile plan. II was Rep. John Dingel,, D- 
Mich.. hardly a friend of the msrkct- 
place. who declared war on rhc WIGS. 

Le*ting Lix oemocrals carry the tlau 
on tixrc IUlCI may be B co”scio”s 
tactic 0” ,hc par, ol ,hs GOP. au, il 
thcsc ruk arc in lad killed. who will 
gc~ credit? Not Republicans. if lhcy 
maimin lhcir siiencc. 

A bill introduced last week WJ put a 
four-year moratorium on the nh had 
two Democratic sponsors, but only 
one from Ihc other side of the aisle. 
Scn. John Chaflce, R-R.,.. who had 
early on apressed doubts about the 
proposals, is sitting on the km. Sm. 
Al D’hato, R-NY.. trying to bur- 
nish his liberal bona Rder for the 
election, says he would Bghl for the 
“N NlS. 

Another problem: Ifthese mieswcre 
so derperstely needed “for the ehil- 
den,” why is ~hc adminirlration tak- 
ing JO long to implement Ihan? 
According LO Browner. ,hc new parer- 
“late rule won’t even mrt to go inm 
elfec, for a, leas, ICYen years, possibly 
many more. 

And, or coune, it will lake, many 
mare ycan t&rc compliance is 
reached. By that point. most alroday’s 
cbildrcn will bc well into adulthood. 
More than 100,000 people will have 
been killed. iT the adminirLration‘s 
figurer arc to be Micved. 

Still. the mnst troubling aspect or 
Clinton’s decision has been over- 
looked. By pushing laugher air poll”- 
tion rule, Ihc Clinton administration 
has effecrively put a good chunk oi the 
economy - and nearly half the 
American population - under Ihe 
EPA’s !humb. Docm’t this round like 
wbathewanfedtodowilh heaithcarc? 

Clinton promircr kribility in imple- 
menting the rules. An EPA fact she, 
says the agncy till “use its discretion 
under the Clean Air Act 10 allow 
anolher ,hre yean Tar areas that are 
nor in compliance lo submil air qualily 
plans on how they will meet the nnv 
S!A”dXd.” 

Comrorting 10 rmle. B”1 it aiso 
opens the door to polidcal favoritism 
- Demoeraticmayarscouldcasilyfind 
,hsmsdm Arrrinlinclorwaivers. 

Congrcrs has a duty to use. its 
autharily Lo block Lhc WY rules - BL 
Icast until kner science is available. 
and until the American publichashen 
able IO listen to an hones, debaie about 
,hc merits olthis proposal. 


