
Was 2023 the “hottest year ever”? Did the Earth boil? If you had to choose between which is worse, 
slight global warming or nuclear war, would you pick nuclear war? 

2023’s apocalyptic climate claims hit heights of nonsense not seen since 1969 when Stanford 
biologist and National Academy of Sciences member Paul Ehrlich predicted to the New York Times that 
we would all go up in a “cloud of blue steam” by 1989 or since 2009 when then-Prince Charles 
said we only had eight years to save the world.

Wrong Again: 2023 ‘Hottest Lying Ever’ Edition is the latest installment in the Wrong Again series. It 
spotlights an unlucky 13 climate claims from 2023 and before, that didn’t survive the year. Without 
further ado…

WRONG AGAIN: 2023 EDITION 
Hottest Lying Ever

Wrong Again. The warmest “average“ ocean 
temperature estimate in 2023 was 21.1°C (~70° F), 
which occurred on August 24. And that estimate 
excluded much colder polar waters. Either way, that 
is way short of the boiling of water, 100°C (212°F) and 
within a mere 0.5°C (0.9°F)of the range of recent 
temperature estimates.

BOILING OCEANS?  
In January at the World Economic Forum 
meeting in Davos Al Gore loudly raved: 
“We’re still putting 162 million tons [of 
greenhouse gases] into [the atmosphere] 
every single day and the accumulated 
amount is now trapping as much extra 
heat as would be released by 600,000 
Hiroshima-class atomic bombs exploding 
every single day on the earth. That’s what’s 
boiling the oceans…”

https://www.foxnews.com/media/al-gore-goes-unhinged-rant-about-rain-bombs-boiled-oceans-other-climate-threats-davos


As to Gore’s claim about the atomic bombs, since he began making this claim after picking it up from 
NASA’s James Hansen in 2012, more than two billion Hiroshima-sized atomic bombs worth of heat 
have supposedly “exploded” in the atmosphere. Yet life on the planet is thriving as never before.

Wrong Again. “Global temperature” is an imaginary concept 
invented for global warming alarmism. It has no physical 
meaning. Yet estimates of it are made nonetheless. At the 
time Guterres proclaimed “global boiling,” global temperature 
estimates ranged from about 57.5°F (14.2°C) to 62.5°F 
(16.9°C). Those estimates are clearly far away from the 
“boiling” temperature of 212°F (100°C). Even at Death Valley, 
California – reputed to be “the hottest place on Earth” – 
the highest temperature reached in 2023 was 128°F (53.3°C) 
on July 16. And that temperature was significantly below 
Death Valley’s all-time high of 134°F (56.7°C) reached on 
July 10, 1913. 

GLOBAL BOILING?  
United Nations chief Antonio Guterres 
said in July that: “The era of global 
warming is over; the era of global 
boiling has arrived.”

https://www.science.org/content/article/move-over-death-valley-these-are-two-hottest-spots-earth#:~:text=Death%20Valley%20holds%20the%20record,C%20(113°F).
https://www.science.org/content/article/move-over-death-valley-these-are-two-hottest-spots-earth#:~:text=Death%20Valley%20holds%20the%20record,C%20(113°F).
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2023/07/29/un-what-is-global-boiling/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2023/07/29/un-what-is-global-boiling/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2023/07/29/un-what-is-global-boiling/


Hiroshima today, after 78 years of 
emissions and “global warming.”

Hiroshima bombing aftermath.

Wrong Again. This is what Hiroshima 
looked like after a single atomic bomb 
was dropped on August 6, 1945.

NUCLEAR WAR WORSE 
THAN GLOBAL WARMING? 
On September 10 at the G-20 meeting in Hanoi, 
President Biden said: “'The only existential threat 
humanity faces, even more frightening than a nuclear 
war, is global warming going above 1.5°C (2.7°C) over 
the next 10 years."

Moreover, NASA satellites report that increasing 
atmospheric carbon dioxide is “greening” the Earth.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2023/09/10/remarks-by-president-biden-in-a-press-conference-2/
https://www.nasa.gov/technology/carbon-dioxide-fertilization-greening-earth-study-finds/


Finally, humanity has flourished thanks 
to fossil fuels, CO2 emissions and 
“global warming.” 

It’s really difficult to imagine that CO2 
emissions are going to be worse for 
humanity or the environment than 
nuclear war. 

Wrong Again. Moreover, we are between ice 
ages, a period called an “interglacial.” The past 
four interglacials were all warmer than ours, 
a point spotlighted by the Norwegian 
government’s statistics bureau in a 
2023 report.

‘HOTTEST YEAR 
EVER’? 
CBS News reported on November 30, 2023 
that 2023 was set to be the “hottest year ever.”

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/324761275_Fossil_Fuels_and_Human_and_Environmental_Well-Being
https://junkscience.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Norway-Statistics-Bureau-Report.pdf


Wrong Again. The “hottest week 
in 120,000 years” claim relied in 
part on satellite data that require 
computer modeling. But the 
satellite era began in 1979, which 
was only 44 years ago. There were 
no satellites 120,000 years ago. 
The U.S. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) recognized this problem 
and backed away from the 
120,000-year claim as it was 
being made in the press.

‘HOTTEST WEEK’ IN 
120,000 YEARS? 
The Associated Press reported on July 8, 2023 that preceding 
week could have been the “hottest week in 120,000 years.” 
Notably, the AP mentioned this five times in the article.

https://apnews.com/article/global-heat-record-hottest-climate-change-july-7d55e351fc97f5cd6368bda60ed2bf31
https://apnews.com/article/global-heat-record-hottest-climate-change-july-7d55e351fc97f5cd6368bda60ed2bf31
https://apnews.com/article/global-heat-record-hottest-climate-change-july-7d55e351fc97f5cd6368bda60ed2bf31
https://www.newspapers.com/image/980243509/?terms=%22hottest%20day%22%20and%20%22120%2C000%20years%22&match=1


Wrong Again. As the Associated Press’ Anita 
Snow reported in 2018, Phoenix has been warming 
about 1°F per decade from the urban heat island 
effect (heat trapped by urban area asphalt, concrete 
and waste heat). The record of 18 consecutive days 
over 110°F was set in 1974, almost 50 years ago. 
So, the urban heat island in Phoenix since 1974 is 
worth about 5°F of warming. As shown in the chart 
below in red, if you subtract 5°F from each day’s 
high temperature for Phoenix, there are actually no 
more than six (6) consecutive days over 110°F in July 
2023. It was certainly hot in Phoenix last summer, 
but there was no sort of record set that could be 
attributed to global warming.  

PHOENIX SET A HEAT 
WAVE RECORD?  
The Associated Press reported on July 19, 
2023 that Phoenix had set a new heat wave 
record with its 19th consecutive day hitting a 
high 110°F, breaking the previous record of 18 
consecutive days set in 1974. Global warming 
was blamed for the “record heat.”

https://apnews.com/article/fe99da5da0d4455eaf2d96842b83b577
https://apnews.com/article/fe99da5da0d4455eaf2d96842b83b577


Wrong Again. The “top climate 
scientist” Thunberg relied on is 
Harvard University’s James G. 
Anderson, a member of the 
prestigious National Academy 
of Sciences.

According to a Forbes report, Anderson said that 
it would be “all but impossible” to avoid catastrophe 
unless all man-made CO2 emissions were stopped, 
CO2 was removed from the atmosphere and 
we started reflecting sunlight away from the  
polar regions.

As a bonus “wrong again”, Anderson’s prediction 
that the Arctic will have no permanent ice left by 
2022 missed reality by about 3.1 million square 
miles (5 million square kilometers). 

ALL HUMANITY WIPED OUT 
BY 2023? 
Climate activist Greta Thunberg condemned humanity to 
climate disaster by 2023 in this 2018 tweet.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffmcmahon/2018/01/15/carbon-pollution-has-shoved-the-climate-backward-at-least-12-million-years-harvard-scientist-says/?sh=65c7a8da963e
https://osisaf-hl.met.no/v2p1-sea-ice-index
https://osisaf-hl.met.no/v2p1-sea-ice-index


Wrong Again. Permits already issued by the Biden 
administration for offshore sonar testing to site wind 
turbines allow companies to harass or incidentally 
take dozens of whales, including endangered North 
Atlantic Right whales and thousands of dolphins 
across various sub-species. If these activities didn't 
pose a threat of death to these species, why would 
a harassment or take permits be needed? The 
Biden administration is proposing to issue permits 
to the offshore wind industry to kill more whales and 
dolphins during offshore wind farm construction. 
Also, between 1850 and 2020, sea surface 
temperatures in the north Atlantic Ocean may have 
increased by a mere 0.6°C. To claim that such small 
changes are killing whales and dolphins along the 
New Jersey Shore just defies common sense.

Wrong Again. The wildfires were started by a power 
line downed by high winds that ignited non-native 
grasses during Maui’s dry season on land owned 
and managed by the County of Maui. The island of 
Maui has not been particularly warm or dry in 2023. 
High winds and wildfires are nothing new on Maui. 

A wildfire of similar origin and location occurred on 
Maui in August 2018. The difference between 2023 
and 2018, is that firefighters were able to contain 
the blaze. That ability was compromised this year 
because fire hydrants had no water and a Maui 
government official delayed release of creek water 
for hours. 

Compounding these errors was the government’s failure to have warning, evacuation or emergency 
response plans in place. The local utility, Hawaii Electric, had proposed a wildfire mitigation plan to the 
Hawaiian government in June 2022, but no action had been taken by the government. 

Although Hawaii Gov. Josh Green repeatedly tried to blame climate change, he eventually admitted: 
“Look guys, we just lost lives because we don’t have a water policy or a statewide plan that protects 
the land from burning.”  Gov. Green also admitted personal incompetence: “This is the first time for me 
as an executive that I’ve been tasked with something outside my absolute comfort zone. Covid was 
not difficult for me to deal with because I was a health care provider practicing public health.” Even the 
Washington Post editorial board condemned govern failure: “Maui officials should have known what 
was coming.” 

‘CLIMATE CHANGE’ 
KILLING WHALES?   
The Washington Post reported in “Why sea 
creatures are washing up dead around the 
world” that the reason whales and dolphins 
are washing up dead along the New Jersey 
shore is that “changes in ocean  temperature 
and water chemistry — attributed to climate 
change — could be drawing the fish that 
whales feed upon closer to land, putting 
the whales at greater risk of colliding 
with shipping vessels. Post-mortem 
examinations have indicated that ship 
strikes are the probable cause of many 
of the whale deaths.”

MAUI WILDFIRES 
CAUSED BY CLIMATE 
CHANGE?   
The Associated Press immediately blamed 
the tragic Maui wildfires that killed over 100 
people on climate change in its August 10 
report, “Maui’s fire became deadly fast. 
Climate change, flash drought, invasive 
grass and more fueled it.”



Wrong Again. While hurricanes hitting 
California are rare, they do happen, like 
the one that hit Southern California in 
September 1939. There have been eight 
hurricanes that have hit the 
southwestern U.S. since 1850.

HURRICANE HILARY ‘AN 
UNPRECEDENTED EVENT’? 
Ahead of Hurricane Hilary in August 2023, Los Angeles 
Mayor Karen Bass stated, “This is an unprecedented 
weather event.”

The Los Angeles Times subsequently acknowledged that Hurricane Hilary was 
not “unprecedented.”

https://www.newspapers.com/image/386093262/?terms=gale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_California_hurricanes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_California_hurricanes
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-08-20/the-worst-of-hilary-is-about-to-hit-l-a-what-it-will-look-like-how-to-stay-safe
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-08-28/tropical-storm-hilary-southern-california-historic-nature


Wrong Again. 
Meteorologist Ryan Maue 
reported that New York City 
received 8.82 inches of rain 
on September 23, 1882.

RECORD-BREAKING DOWNPOUR 
IN NEW YORK CITY?
The Washington Post’s Capital Weather Gang reported on 
September 29, 2023 that New York City had experienced “nearly 
8 inches of rain… its wettest day ever recorded.”



Wrong Again. The New York 
Times reported in October 2023 
that the preceding 12 months 
were the wettest in California 
history. Drought has been 
a common condition in 
California’s natural history, 
lasting as long as 200 years.

1,200-YEAR DROUGHT TO 
PERSIST FOR YEARS? 
The Los Angeles Times reported on February 14, 2022 that it was 
amid a drought that was the worst in 1,200 years and one that 
“may persist for years.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/16/us/california-rainfall-weather.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://junkscience.com/2020/09/new-york-times-debunks-climate-caused-california-wildfires/
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2022-02-14/western-megadrought-driest-in-1200-years


Wrong Again. Monarch 
populations seem to be even 
larger now than they were 
during the American colonial 
period. Apparently, Americans 
have created more butterfly 
friendly habitat.

GLOBAL WARMING 
DRIVING MONARCH
BUTTERFLIES EXTINCT? 
We have been told for decades that global warming/climate 
change is helping to drive monarch butterflies to extinction.

There’s this from 1992:

https://phys.org/news/2023-08-monarch-butterflies-danger.html


Since that is the reality, expect a 2024 edition of Wrong Again next year.

Presented by The Heartland Institute, Energy & Environment Legal Institute, American Energy Institute (AEI), Committee for a Constructive Tomorrow (CFACT), the 
International Climate Science Coalition (ICSC), and Truth in Energy and Climate.

CONCLUDING THOUGHT
If you are wondering why climate alarmists have such cavalier disregard for reality, the excerpt from 
this 2013 Forbes.com article may help explain:

https://www.forbes.com/sites/larrybell/2013/02/05/in-their-own-words-climate-alarmists-debunk-their-science/?sh=5cb485a768a3

